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September 15, 2008
Resubmitted: October 13, 2008
TO: Rebecca Humphries, Director
INFORMATION: Natural Resources Commission

SUBJECT: Statewide Smelt Regulations (FO-246)

Authority:

The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended, authorizes
the Director to regulate the taking of all fish protected by the laws of this state.

Discussion and Background:

During negotiations to resolve 1836 inland Tribal hunting and fishing disputes, discussions took
place between the State and the Tribes regarding harvest of smelt and the need to limit individual
take. Smelt are an important forage fish for many game fish and also provide a fishery during
the spring and winter for recreational anglers. Smelt numbers statewide are greatly reduced from
their historic levels, and observations of spawning runs into Great Lakes tributaries are few.

Historically, smelt harvest has been unregulated, and during periods of high abundance when
spring spawning runs are high this has resulted in cases of wanton waste. To limit overall
harvest and to delineate an acceptable level of individual take, Fisheries Division is proposing a

2 gallon daily harvest limit on smelt. The 1836 Tribes support the protection and management of
smelt through application of a reasonable bag limit, and will establish an identical regulation for
their members once the State has implemented such a regulation for State-licensed recreational
anglers.
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Recommendation:

October 13, 2008

This order was submitted for information and consideration at the October 9, 2008, Natural
Resources Commission Meeting. This item appeared on the Department’s September 29, 2008,
calendar and is eligible for approval on November 6, 2008. We are recommending that it be

acted upon at this meeting.
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FO-246.09

ORDER

STATEWIDE SMELT REGULATIONS
By authority conferred on the Department of Natural Resources by sections 41101 through 41105 of 1994
PA 451, MCL 324.41105, it is ordered that effective, November 6, 2008, for a period of five years, the
following regulations are established for statewide smelt regulations:
1. The daily harvest/possession limit for smelt on all waters of the state shall be 2 gallons.
2. Smelt may be taken by hook/line, hand nets, or dip nets.
3. The harvest season is open all year.

This order shall be assigned number FO-246.09 and is entitled “Statewide Smelt Regulations.”

This order shall take effect on April 1, 2009, and shall remain effective through March 31, 2014.

Issued on the day of , 2008.

Rebecca A. Humphries
Director

The Natural Resources Commission has reviewed this order.

Keith J. Charters Teresa Gloden
Chairperson Executive Secretary




